DISTRESS (SCOTLAND). 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 7 May 1 846 \—for, 




c£ 1. The REPORT which was presented to this House on the 28th day of 
May 1783, along with the Evidence and Appendix thereunto annexed, 
on the Distress and Famine which prevailed in Scotland at that Time, in 
consequence of the late Harvest and loss of the Potatoe Crop. 

“ 2. The PROCEEDINGS, RESOLUTIONS, and ADDRESS to His Majesty, 
which passed £ nemine contradicente,’ on the 6th day of June of the same 
Year. 

“ 3. The BILL which was ordered to be prepared and brought in on the same 
day, and which passed this House on the 18th of the same Month, 23 
Geo. 3, c. 53.” 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 7 May 1846. 



SECOND REPORT. 



The 28 th of May 1783. 

THE COMMITTEE, who were appointed to take an Act, made in the 
Twenty-first year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 
£t for further regulating and ascertaining the Importation and Exportation 
££ of Corn and Grain, within several Ports and Places therein mentioned,” 
into consideration ; and who were instructed to consider so much of His 
Majesty’s most gracious Speech to both Houses of Parliament as relates to 
the Scarcity and High Price of Corn, and to report their Proceedings 

from time to time to the House ; Have, pursuant to the Orders of the 

House, continued to investigate the matters referred to their Consi- 
deration. 

H AYING intimation of very alarming distresses for want of Corn and Grain 
in certain parts of Scotland, Your Committee pointed their inquiries 
directly to that object ; and now lay before the House a state of the Evidence 
they have received on that head. 

James Grant, esquire, being examined, said, That he generally passes the 
autumn in the north of Scotland, where he has an estate, and has frequent 
occasion to know the state of the country southward from the county of Inver- 
ness, where he was last autumn. That the season in the said county last 
year was very cold and the harvest late. That the frost came on at the 
beginning of November very severe ; and a great deal of snow fell at the 
beginning of the month. That at that time the corn in general was far from 
ripe, and only a small proportion of it was cut before the snow fell ; which, as 
he judged, affected the quality of the grain, insomuch that he was afterwards 
informed, by letter from a clergyman in that country, that the crop was very 
deficient, and the grain did not yield meal proportionably to what it ought to 
have done. That he had sent seed corn to his estate, in consequence of a 
representation to him, that it was necessary so to do; and that on further 
intelligence, he and another gentleman who has property there, had sent 200 
bolls of meal, to relieve the distresses of the poor within the parish where his 
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estate lies. That according to information he had received from other parts 
of Scotland, the corn in some places yielded little or nothing. 

And he produced to your Committee, an original letter from the steward of 
Mr. Campbell of Calder, for his estates in the counties of Nairne and Inverness, 
representing the distresses of the poor for want of corn ; extract from which 
is hereunto annexed in the Appendix, (No. 1.). And being asked, whether he 
had made any calculation of the supply of grain that will be requisite to relieve 
the inhabitants of the northern parts of Scotland from their present distress ? 
he said, that with the assistance of other persons acquainted with the subject, 
he had ; and he delivered in to your Committee a calculation thereof, copy of 
which is in the Appendix, (No. 2.). And being asked, whether a bounty on 
importation will be necessary to bring such a quantity of grain into the country 
as will be requisite P he said, It will be highly beneficial. And being asked his 
reason for thinking so, lie stated, that the inhabitants of that country may be 
divided into three classes : 1 st, Those who can purchase corn at its present 
price ; 2d, Those who could buy it at the average price of common years ; 
and 3d, Those whose stock being exhausted by buying corn at the present 
high price, must be supported at the charge of the public till the next crop is 
reaped : that the last class, he believes, is a very numerous one in the north of 
Scotland, and that principally on that account, there are good grounds for 
apprehending that the spirit of emigration, which, to his certain knowledge, 
is very high, may become still more general. And being asked, whether a 
bounty would, in his opinion, produce a full and adequate relief? he said, It 
would net ; and that, in his opinion, a sum of money will be necessary to pur- 
chase grain, to be imported to the counties above mentioned, for supplying the 
poorer classes of inhabitants with food gratis. That with this view he con- 
ceived it would be expedient that the cargoes should he consigned to proper 
hands, to be by them distributed to the people for whose relief and support it 
should be provided, either entirely free from expense, or at a reduced price, as 
the exigencies of the parties might require, on the production of proper certifi- 
cates of their situation, to entitle them thereto. 

The Right honourable the Earl of Fife, a member of the Committee, then 
said, that he had the most exact surveys and returns from almost every parish 
in the counties of Murray, Banff, and Aberdeen. That in many parishes in 
those counties the crops have totally failed. That the oats which had been got 
in were mostly heated, and the very best deemed good if they yielded half the 
quantity of meal they were used to do. That he had received letters every post 
for the preceding fortnight, from which he learnt that the seed oats have so 
failed, that in many places the ground which had been sown with oats has been 
ploughed up, in consequence of the seed not springing up, to sow barley in it. 
That upon a farm in his lordship’s own hands, he had made his overseer sow 
some oats, of what he believed the very best in the country ; that they were 
sowed early in April ; and by a letter from him received the day before, he had 
informed his lordship that he had ploughed up the ground again, there not 
being any appearance of a crop. That many of the most respectable people in 
a great part of the country had informed him, that the poor people have not 
bread. That the present price of meal is from 2 1 s. to 24 s. per boll, but that 
in many places it is not to be had at any price. And being asked, whether any 
grain has been imported into that country ? he said, that there had not, to his 
knowledge, been any general importation. That he had loaded three ships 
with oats, barley, peas, and rye, and sent them in the months of March and 
April. That the seed oats so sent cost 35 s. 6 d. per quarter, including freight 
and charges, without insurance. That he had sold all the grain which he had 
received as rent in the above-mentioned counties, at 16 s. per boll, which is 
equal to 1 1. 2s. per quarter, when the market price was 1 1. 13s. That he had 
heard the same accounts of distress from the. counties of Inverness and Suther- 
land, and many other parts of the north of Scotland. That in the highland 
parts of his estates, he had not received any rent in kind, but, on the contrary, 
had been obliged to supply his tenants with grain. That he had learnt by 
authentic letters, dated in December last, at which time he was in Scotland, 
that in the highland part of the county of Aberdeen scarce a third of the corn 
was then cut, and the remainder had been entirely covered with snow for three 
weeks, from under which the people were forced to get it, to save the lives of 
their cattle. 

James 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IN SCOTLAND IN THE YEAR 1783. 



James Fergusson, Esq., of Pitfour, in the county of Aberdeen, being examined, 
produced to your Committee an original letter from the Rev. John Brown, 
minister of the parish of Longside, in the county of Aberdeen ; stating the 
distresses of the poor therein for want of bread, which is hereunto annexed, 
Appendix, (No. 3.). And the witness informed your Committee, that this parish 
lies in the low part of the county, and is reckoned one of the earliest and most 
fertile in Scotland, That he had not received from his estate there above one- 
fourth part of the corn usually paid him by way of rent, and had been under 
the necessity of importing peas for the support of the inhabitants, although in 
ordinary years that part of the country is able to supply a considerable quantity 
of corn for exportation. 

Then John Sinclair, Esq., a member of the Committee, produced an extract 
from a letter from James Traill, Esq., sheriff of the counties of Caithness and 
Sutherland, stating the distresses of the poor there for want of corn, and the 
scarcity and high price of grain in the highlands of Orkney ; copy of which is 
in the Appendix hereunto annexed, (No. 4.). 

The Hon. Archibald Fraser, a member of the Committee, then said, that he 
had observed, that during the early frost and fall of snow, in November and 
December last, the crop of potatoes was entirely destroyed in the most cham- 
paigne parts of the counties of Nairne, Inverness, and Murray, and even near 
the sea side. That the oats and barley were covered with snow before they 
were ripe. That the cattle in many parts were kept alive by pulling the green 
corn from under the snow ; and that it was apparent that the frost kept the 
corn from filling so as to yield meal. That on his estate, the farmers who used 
to pay large quantities of corn as rent, have not yet paid any, but, on the con- 
trary, have been supplied with 1,500 quarters of seed corn. That the general 
state of the hill country is, that this being the second bad season, the farmers 
have sold a great part of their stock of cattle to pay their arrears of rent, and 
if they are forced to eat their remaining stock of cattle, to prevent their dying 
of hunger, the country must be undone, by the total extinction of all resources, 

- cxcepf^migrafldn: — That lie-had stated these facts to the ministry at the 
time, and requested that the ports might be opened and other assistance 
given ; and was assured, that all possible attention should be paid to the cala- 
mities of the country. That the opening of the ports has not relieved the distress, 
and in most places the gentlemen have gone as far as individuals can go, to 
supply the poor. That the price of labour in those parts being low, the poor and 
labourer cannot purchase food at the present high prices, nor is corn to be had : 
and that, in his opinion, it is necessary to apply to Parliament for some relief 
to avert the dreadful calamity of a famine from those parts of the kingdom. 

John Mackenzie, Esq., of Leicester-street, being then examined, laid before 
the Committee several original letters, addressed to him, giving accounts of the 
want of grain in different pails of Scotland ; extracts from which are in the 
Appendix hereunto annexed, (No. 5.). And he further said, that he had received 
information from several gentlemen in the north of Scotland, now resident in 
London, whose affairs would not permit them to attend the Committee, all giving 
accounts of the distresses of the poor for want of corn ; that he was himself 
acquainted with the state of the potatoe crop in Scotland ; that it was exceedingly 
bad, and late, from the uncommon inclemency of the season, and was after- 
wards, in a great measure, destroyed by the severe frost and snow at the end 
of October and beginning of November. 

Your Committee then examined James Bailey, Esq., of Bedford- square, who 
said, that he rents an estate in the county of Inverness, where most of his friends 
and relations live. That in consequence of intelligence communicated to him 
by a relation, who has the management of his affairs in that county, of the 
distresses of the tenants by the universal failure of their crops, owing to the 
lateness of the season, and their corn being almost totally destroyed by the 
frost and sr.ow that came on it before it was cut, he had given directions to grant 
the tenants a full discharge for the rent of the current year, and all arrears, and 
to distribute the corn that grew on the farm in his own possession to the poor 
of the parish gratis. That upon a further representation from the same gentle- 
man, and from the Provost of Inverness, who is his relation, he had sent from 
the port of London 1 50 quarters of corn, for the use of the poor of that town 
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and parish, to he distributed gratis. That in consequence of the said represen- 
tations. and of ids own feelings on account of the universal distress which pre- 
vails in that country, he had afterwards sent about 3,500 quarters of corn from 
different ports of England, and from Hamburgh, to be sold to the inhabitants for 
first cost and charges, the payment to be made perfectly convenient to the pur- 
chasers. That he supposes they will pay for the corn : and his motives for it 
were, to prevent the rise of the price of corn by the dealers. That on the com 
so imported by him into the county of Inverness, the cost, freight, and charges, 
amounted together to 26s. per quarter for rye, from Hamburgh ; and that the 
oats and barley sent from England could not be sold in the country under 30 s. 
per quarter. That the common price of oatmeal in the Highlands is 13s. id. 
per boll, and barleymeal about 2s. cheaper ; that by his'last accounts from 
thence, barley sold at 27 s. per boll ; that he believed the oats he had sent 
might be sold at 24 s. per boll. That he conceived the common people 
paid nearly 100 per cent, for tlieir provisions more than usual; and that he 
did not know any way to lower the price of com other than by a bounty on the 
importation. That he was informed by Major Frazer, that tile first cargo of 
corn he had sent to the port of Inverness was sold in one day ; that upwards of 
2,000 people went away without getting any ; and that the importunities of the 
inhabitants were such, as made it extremely disagreeable and fatiguing to have 
the superintending of the sale of the corn." 

George G min Monro, Esq., of Warwick-court, Warwick-lane, being next 
examined, said, that by letters to himself, and other information from different 
parts of Scotland, he had learnt, that the distresses of the poor for want of 
corn were very great, and particularly in the counties of Caithness. Suther- 
land, and Ross. That he received a letter from Mr. Sutherland, of Sybers- 
cross, two days ago, w herein lie says, that some tenants from the highlands of 
Sutherland came down in a body to him, in very great distress for corn in 
general, telling him they had not a grain fit for seed, and unless he supplied 
them, they did not know where to get it ; and he, who is a man of property 
and influence there, said, he had not a grain to spare ; that this account had 
since been confirmed to him by a relation. That on his own estate in Caith- 
ness, his tenants had not a grain ; that they had purchased seed early at a very 
high price, and had lived for some time on what he had sent from hence ; and 
he bad received notice from his manager there, that unless he sends them a 
further supply, equal to the former, they must consume their seed corn, and be 
in want after all. And he produced an extract from a letter from Mr. James 
Monro, of Tininich, to Mr. Graham, copy of which is in the Appendix hereunto 
annexed, (No. 6.) And he further informed your Committee, that, by 
authentic intelligence from some parts of the county of Ross, he learnt ’that 
the tenants having sown their own seed com for want of better, the crop was 
likely to fail totally, there being no appearance of its coming out of the 
ground. 



Christopher Atkinson, Esq., a member of the Committee, being then asked 
what is the proportion of price between wheat and oats at this time 1 said that 
lie considered wheat to he 20 per cent, above its natural par price, and oats 
25 ; and that malting barley is 33, common barley 16, white peas 5, and rye 
25 per cent, above their natural par prices. 

In addition to the foregoing evidence, your Committee have thought it right 
to annex to this Report part of a letter from the Rev. Francis Forbes, 
of the pai-ish of Grange, in the North Highlands, to Mr. Rose, steward to the 
Earl ot Fife; and also extract from a letter from Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, 
merchant, of Inverness, to Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie, in London; and also 
extract from a letter from - Macpherson, of Invemesshire, Esq., to Mr 
Kenneth Macpherson, at Lambeth; and also, extracts from letters produced by 
Mr. Mackenzie abovementioned, the originals of which he had seen (vide Ap- 
pendix, Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10), all tending to prove the very distressful situation 
of the inhabitants of those parts of Scotland, which were the immediate objects 
of the Committee's consideration ; and which being such as to affect every 
member of it with the deepest concern for the present misery of the poor ii 
Scotland, induced them to urge on their present Report with the utmost 
eagerness and expedition. 
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APPENDIX. 



(No. I.) 

Extract from a LETTER, dated Arderseer, 12th April 1/83, from James 

Macpherson, Factor (Steward) to Mr. Campbell, of Calder, to John Rose, of 

Holm, Esq., London. 

I envy you to be out of this miserable country at this time of scarcity. I 
never was so unhappy as of late at the sight of so many objects of distress, 
without having it in my power to afford them relief. It is impossible for me 
to give you a just idea of their miserable situation. Meal is not to be had at 
any price. Some peas came lately to Inverness and Nairn, which sold at the 
enormous price of 25 s. 6 d. per boll. 1 saw some of your tenants lately in search 
of seed oats, and was sorry I could not supply them, being obliged to buy 16 
bolls myself, at 245. per boll. 

P. S . — Many poor people have died of late in this country ; and it is feared 
their death was occasioned by hunger. 

To Mr. Grant, from his Overseer. 

The tenants are in a destitute condition for want of food and money ; so 
that I do not know whether you should advance them more or not ; but you 
are the best judge of that yourself. 

5 February 1/83. 

To Mr. Grant, from the Rev. Mr. James Grant, Minister of the Parish of 
Urquhart. 

SEV^^Ai^cmnplain of Sir_James’s (Grant) seed oats having been heated, and 
I wish this may not prove too true ; indeed I am convinced a deal of uncertain 
corn has been sown. The peas, &.C., came very seasonably ; but still the country 
will feel great distress, unless there be another supply. 

12 April 1783. 



(No. 2.) 

Proposed Division among the different Counties in the North of Scotland. 



Qrs. 




County. 


B. 


E. 


p. 


1,500 


- 


- Orkney - 


- 2,018 


1 


2 


750 


- 


- Shetland - 


- 1,009 


- 


3 


1,500 


- 


- Caithness - 


- 2,018 


1 


2 


750 


- 


- Sutherland - 


1,009 


_ 


3 


750 


- 


- Strathnaver - 


- 1,009 


- 


3 


4,500 


- 


- Ross, East Coast 


- 6,055 


_ 


1 


1,500 


- 


- Ditto, West Coast and Islands 


- 2,018 


1 


2 


750 


- 


- Cromarty - 


1,009 


_ 


3 


6,750 


- 


- Inverness, East Coast 


- 9,082 


2 


2 


2,250 




- Ditto, West Coast and Islands 


- 3,027 


2 


1 


750 


- 


- N airn - 


1,009 


_ 


3 


3,000 


- 


- Murray - 


4,036 


2 


3 


3,000 


- 


- Banff - - - - 


- 4,036 


2 


3 


9,000 


_ 


- Aberdeen - - - 


- 12,110 


3 


_ 


2,250 


- 


- Kincardine ~ 


- 3,027 


2 


1 


2,250 


- 


- Angus - 


3,027 


2 


1 


9,000 


- 


- Perth - - - - 


- 12,110 


3 


- 


1,500 


- 


- Dunbarton 


- 2,018 


1 


2 


3,750 


- 


- Argyle, and Islands - 


- 5,045 


3 


2 


55,500 






74,6/9 


- 


2 
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(No. 3.) 

LETTER from the Rev. Jo. Brown to James Fergusson, of Pitfoar , Esq. 

Sir, 

Deeply sensible of the distressed and clamant state of this parish through 
want of bread, which God, in his holy providence, hath brought upon us 
and the land, I am constrained to make this earnest application to you and the 
other honourable heritors, begging your and their charitable aid for alleviating 
this dreadful calamity, and saving many useful lives from death ; death by 
famine ! They are, even at this early season of the year, groaning for want of 
bread, and cannot have it ; returning to their starving families, after seeking it 
a whole day without success ; so that, if victual be not soon imported, conse- 
quences dreadfully fatal are justly to be feared before the earliest harvest can 
take place. Commiserating this their state so calamitous, and in hope of your 
generous aid, a small importation of victual has been subscribed for by a meet- 
ing in the parish ; small indeed, in respect of what will be needed ; but all we 
can do for the present supply. 

The meal when imported must, no doubt, be sold under prime cost, on 
account of the poverty of the land, their small stock being already expended 
on that article ; and some who are very poor must have a small share gratis. 

As this general account of our state, which I am persuaded is not exaggerated, 
will be sufficient to move your compassion, I shall not trespass on your patience 
by minute narrations ; but, hoping for your favourable and early answer, 1 only- 
add, that 

I have, &c. 

Longside Manse, 2 April 1783. (signed) Jo. Brown. 



(No. 4.) 

Extract from a LETTER from James Traill, Esq., Sheriff of the Counties of 
Caithness and Sutherland, to John Sinclair, Esq. 

The condition of all the north part of Scotland is truly lamentable. In 
Sutherland and Ross shires many people have already perished for want of food. 
This county (Caithness) is not many stages removed from a similar disaster ; 
and in Orkney they are still nigher to it. Oatmeal was selling at Kirkwall last 
week at 3s. 6 d. per stone (1 1 . 8s. per boll), in very small quantities you may 
believe. 

Dunnet, in the County of Caithness, 

12 April 1783. 



(No. 5.) 

Paragraphs of LETTERS to Mr. Mackenzie, of Leicestcr-street. 

From George Mackenzie, Esq., Sheriff Substitute of Ross-shire. 

23 April 1/83. 

I can give you little news from this unfortunate country. The distress of 
the poor is very affecting to every feeling heart. Barley from England, or the 
south of Scotland, sells at 28s 6d. per boll; peas and beans the same price, 
and oats 24 s. ; and there is no meal to he had, nor money to purchase. 

From Mrs. Mackenzie , of Danchma lua ck, in Ross-shire. 

9 April. 

I am afraid your mailers and tenants will have their lands lay for w r ant of 
seed. They are in no worse way than other tenants in the country. I am 
quite vexed at the disappointment (of procuring seed). The poor people will 
be ruined. 

From the same. 24 April. 

As the ship you sent the bear on is not yet arrived, the poor people, the 
tenants, and mailers, are in the greatest anxiety and distress about their bear 
seed. . W hen the ship comes, whatever length the bear can go, it will be given 
to the most needful. Not a peck of bear can be had in the country for gold, 
love, or any money, or a grain of meal. Never w r as a country in such a situa- 
tion for the very want of provision. 

. From 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IN SCOTLAND IN THE YEAR 1783. 



From the same. May. 

The situation of this country is most melancholy. After sowing our ground 
with the oats that we had of the growth of the country, some of it sown a 
month ago, we are obliged to sow it over again with oats from England, and 
from the south country. Now they begin to the bear, such people as has it. 
I cannot express the miserable situation of the people for want of maintenance 
and seed. Stealing and breaking of houses is common. 



(No. 6.) 

Extract from a LETTER from Mr. James Monro , of Tininick. 

The distress of the family of Ardross, and the miserable situation of this 
poor country, has put me to great inconvenience. I am not only obliged to 
provide meal for the tenants of Ardross and my own, to support them, but 
likewise seed to sow their ground ; barley, peas, and rye selling at the rate of 
305. sterling per boll of our measure; and no oatmeal to be got, except what 
is mealed from oats that come from the south, which is no better than horse 
corn ; and which, when mealed, will come to upwards of 305. per boll. Such 
is the miserable situation of the country. 



(No. 7.) 

Part of a LETTER from the Rev. Francis Forbes to Mr. Rose. 

Sir, Grange, 22 January 1 783. 

I was favoured with your letter in answer to mine, and return you my best 
thanks for complying with my request. I observed the subject of the latter 
part of your letter, and would have returned you an answer before now, and 
probably would have troubled you on the same subject some time ago, but 
that I saw so many difficulties lay in the way of doing it to any good purpose, 
m^singJr©mr-the~isipossibility_of^ ascertaining the real state of the country, the 
means of relieving, and the maimer of most effectually and properly applying 
that relief ; and I am sorry to say, that these obstacles still continue to stand in 
the way. 

But I shall briefly give you my thoughts on the subject, and they are 
founded on the best information I can obtain after an anxious inquiry. In the 
first place, it appears to me, that this parish will need at least from 1,500 to 
2,000 bolls of victual (besides seed) more than has grown in it, to support the 
inhabitants till they get a new crop ; and however strange it may appear, or 
contrary to former opinions or accounts, yet I will venture to assert, that there 
will be 1 ,000 of the inhabitants that will not have a lippie of their own to 
depend upon by the 1st of June ; and if I be not grossly mistaken, there will 
be 500 that will not have to serve them beyond the 1st of April ; and as far as 
I can gather, there will not be 300 bolls of farm paid by all the tenants in the 
parish, after serving their own families, and that including the mill farm, and 
very little even of this will be paid before spring ; so that those who shall 
happen to be in want during the seedtime, or before the farms be paid in, will 
have no means of relief in their power, if they had never so much money, 
unless some effectual and speedy step be taken to bring it from some other 
country by the heritors. At present the majority of the people do not see their 
own situation, as they never look far forward, and in the present instance it 
would be cruelty to open their eyes, unless we could point out the remedy at 
the same time, as it would only anticipate distress, and excite distrust in that 
Providence which is able, and which will, I hope, by human means properly 
applied, bring relief. 



(No. 8.) 

Extract from a LETTER from Mr. Alexander Mackenzie , Merchant at 
Inverness, to Kenneth Mackenzie, London, dated 20th March 1783. 

I cannot express to you the miserable situation of this country. There are 
many good farmers, with their wives and children, begging in the streets. Last 
harvest has finished the most of them. Meal, or any kind of victuals, cannot 
be had for love or money ; before the summer is over, people will die in the 
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fields for want. We never were so threatened with a famine ; God send us a 
seasonable relief. It will be very obliging if you’ll send me three sacks of flour 
for my own use. 

(No. 9.) 

Extract from a LETTER from Badenoch, in Inverness-shire , from 

Macpherson, Esq., dated 27th April 1783. to Mr. Kenneth Macpherson , 

of Lambeth. “ 

The poor highlanders, and indeed the lowlanders of this country, were never 
in such distress since the time of King William, as they are, and like to be 
more so, this year, by famine. The effects of the last bad harvest will be most 
severely felt. My father sent a man with 80 1, last week, to secure as much 
meal or grain as it would purchase, to keep his own tenants, if possible, alive, 
till the potatoes would relieve them. The man went through Strathspey, 
Strath down, Glenliset, Inverarin, and Knockandow, to Elgin, and all along that 
coast, but could not get any meal. He found greater want, if possible, in the 
two first countries than he left in the parish of Inch. Any meal that was to 
be got in Murray had been engaged at 25 5. the boll of eight stone weight. Our 
servant was obliged to leave his money with Bailie Grant, of Forress, to buy 
the value of it in peas that were soon expected at Findom, from the River 
Thames. In short. I am greatly afraid, that after all the exertions that can be 
made, there will be many lives lost. You can have no idea of the number of 
people that go about begging ; many farmers have been obliged to shut their 
houses, and go about with their whole families ; and many more, who have too 
much pride or modesty to beg, are greater objects than these, and will be in 
greater danger of starving. The people have already begun to eat their sheep, 
poor as they are at this time of the year, no better than carrion. 



(No. 10.) 

To Colonel M l Pherson, of the Guards, from Lachlan APPherson, of Rilia , 
Inverness-shire. 



8 March 1783. 

Your farm and mill will not keep your servants in bread, I am afraid, 
till the labouring is finished. 

These times are truly dismal. I am already 20 guineas out, for meal for my 
family. The kind of meal this parish produces is black as dust. 



From James Fraser , of Bettadrum , Inverness-shire. 

12 December. 

The crop, if I may call it so, is as yet hardly got together in many places. I 
do not imagine that on all my farms I have one boll of oats fit for seed. 

From Lachlan M‘Pherson, of Rilia. 

These are shocking times; the people pay no credit ; and those that had any 
dependence upon collecting money from the low class, are totally disappointed, 
and they have neither meal nor seed. I cannot get your meal money collected, 
not one shilling hardly in the pound. 

I really dread, before we are supplied by the new crop, that neither favour 
nor money will procure the necessaries of life for the poor ; and had it not 
been for foreign supplies at our ports, many would have perished even in the 
low country before this time. 



Mr. Pulteney, according to order, reported from the Committee of the whole 
House, to whom it was referred to consider of the Report which, upon Wed r 
nesday, the 28th day of May last, was made from the Select Committee 
appointed to take into consideration an Act, made in the 2 1st year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for further regulating and ascertain- 
ing the Importation and Exportation of Corn and Grain within several Ports 
and Places therein mentioned,” and to report the matter thereof, as it shall 
appear to them, to The House ; the resolutions which the Committee had 
directed him to report to The House, which he read in his place; and after- 
wards delivered in at the clerk’s table, where the same were read, and are as 
follovveth, viz. : 

Resolved, 
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, Res °w e 1’ J rhat is tlae opinion of this Committee, that his Majesty should 
be enabled, by and with the advice of the Privy CouncU to all™ i 
porta tion of corn for a time, not exceeding four months, from the 3d dav™f 

fnver^f „ next ’ ‘ n . t0 th 5, several counties of Perth, Kincardine, Aberdeen 
Inverness, Ross, Nairne, Croxnartie, Arable, Forfar Banff SntWla-n,-! n -+u ’ 

offhTl-IndlW that the Commissioners 

oi me Land lax of the said counties be enabled to levy a sum, not exceedins- 

14/ Scots on every 100/. Scots of the valued rent of the “aid Sundes 
and to apply the same to the relief of such of the inhabitants as are or shall be 
reduced to poverty by the failure of last year’s crop, and the scarcity and high 
price of corn occasioned thereby. 3 8 

The said resolutions being severally read a second time, were, upon the 
question severally put thereupon, agreed to by the House. P 

Mr. Putteney also acquainted the House, that he was directed by the Com- 
mittee to move the House ; 1 hat an humble address be presented to his Maiestv 
to acquaint his Majesty that this House, in consequence of his Maiestv’s 
most pacious speech from the Throne, has bestowed constant attention to the 
scarcity and high price of corn ; and that, notwithstanding the several salutarv 
laws already made m the present session of Parliament for the relief of the 
poor, the effects of the scarcity and high price of com are still severely felt bv 
mmiy of his Majesty s ioyal subjects. That it appears, from evidence brought 
before this House, that the inhabitants of the Highlands, and northern parts 
of Scotland in particular, _ have suffered most severely from the lateness of the 
last harvest, whereby their corn while green was covered with snow and in 
many places was not gathered in till the month of December, and then in a 
very had condition ; that the crop of potatoes, on which the said inhabitants 
principally depend for support, was also destroyed by the frost; that many of 
the said inhabitants, being thereby reduced to indigence, will either be con- 
_^ailiedj!ijriigrate,_or- exposed to the danger of perishing for want of food 
unless timely measures be devised for their relief; that the distresses occasioned 
by famine being generally most extreme in the summer months immediately 
preceding the new harvest, when this House may not be sitting, most humbly 
to beseech his Majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to give such direc- 
tions as may tend most effectually to avert the evils that are to he appre- 
hended from the above calamitous state of the northern parts of Scotland ■ 
and to assure his Majesty, that this House will make good, out of the first 
aids that shall be granted by Parliament, such expenses as shall be incurred by 
his Majesty, in relieving the misery to which his Majesty’s unhappy subjects 
may be reduced by this most deplorable calamity. 

And Mr. Pultcney moved the House accordingly. 

Resolved, Ne mine contradicente. That an bumble address be presented to his 
Majesty, to acquaint his Majesty that this House, in consequence of his Majesty’s 
most gracious speech from the Throne, has bestowed constant attention to the 
scarcity and high price of com ; and that, notwithstanding the several salutary 
laws already made in the present session of Parliament for the relief of the 
poor, the effects of the scarcity and high price of com are still severely felt by 
many of his Majesty’s loyal subjects; that it appears/from evidence brought 
before this House, that the inhabitants of the Highlands and northern parts of 
Scotland in particular, have suffered most severely from the lateness of the last 
harvest, whereby their corn while green was covered with snow, and in many 
places was not gathered in till the month of December, and then in a very bad 
condition ; that the crop of potatoes, on which the said inhabitants principally 
depend for support, was also destroyed by the frost ; that many of the said in- 
habitants, being thereby reduced to indigence, will either be constrained to 
migrate, or exposed to the danger of perishing for want of food, unless timely 
measures be devised for their relief ; that the distresses occasioned by famine 
being generally most extreme in the summer months immediately preceding 
the new harvest, when this House may not he sitting, most humbly to beseech 
his Majesty that he will be graciously pleased to give such directions as may 
tend most effectually to avert the evils that are to be apprehended from the 
above calamitous state of the northern parts of Scotland ; and to assure his 

B Majesty, 
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Majesty, that this House will make good, out of the first aids that shall be 
granted by Parliament, such expenses as shall be incurred by his Majesty in 
relieving the misery to which his Majesty’s unhappy subjects may be reduced 
by this most deplorable calamity. 

Ordered, That the said addre'ss be presented to his Majesty by such Members 
of this House as are of his Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council. 

Ordered, That a Bill be brought in upon the said resolutions ; and that Mr.- 
Pulteney, Mr. Dempster, and the Marquis of Graham, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 



Anno Vicesimo Tertio Georgii TIL Regis, Cap. 53. 

An Act to enable the Commissioners of Supply of the several Counties therein 
mentioned, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, to assess and levy 
certain Sums, for relieving such of the Inhabitants of the said Counties as 
have been reduced to Indigence by the failure of the last year’s Crop of Corn ; 
and to enable his Majesty, during the next Recess of Parliament, by and with 
the advice of his Privy Council, to permit the Importation of Corn into the 
said Counties for a limited time, and in ships or vessels belonging to any State 
in amity with his Majesty, navigated by foreign seamen. 

Whereas it is highly necessary to make some provision for the relief of such 
of the inhabitants of the several counties of Perth, Kincardine, Aberdeen, Inver- 
ness, Ross, Naime, Cromartie, Argyle, Forfar, Banff, Sutherland, Caithness, 
Elgin, Dumbarton, Orkney, and Zetland, as are or shall be reduced to distress 
by the failure of the last year’s crop of corn, and the consequent scarcity and 
high price of corn occasioned thereby : May it therefore please your Majesty 
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That the Commissioners of Supply for the said several and respective 
counties of Perth, Kincardine, Aberdeen, Inverness, Ross, Nairne, Cromartie, 
Argyle, Forfar, Banff, Sutherland, Caithness, Elgin, Dumbarton, Orkney, and 
Zetland, may, and they are hereby authorized (if the circumstances of the said 
counties shall require and admit thereof), to assess and levy upon all and every 
the heritors and landholders within their respective shires, a sum of money 
not exceeding 14 pounds Scots on every 100 pounds Scots of valued rent of 
the said counties respectively ; such sum to be raised and levied in the same 
manner, and with and under the same powers and authorities, as are directed 
by an Act made in this present session of Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for 
granting an Aid to His Majesty by a land tax, to be raised in Great Britain, for 
the service of the year 1/83, with respect to the cess thereby directed to be 
raised and levied.” 

II. And be it further enacted, that the Commissioners of Supply acting 
within and for the several shires aforesaid respectively, shall, and they are 
hereby authorized and required to apply the monies arising by virtue of the 
assessment authorized to be made by this Act, in relieving such of the inhabi- 
tants of the said respective shires as have been reduced to indigence by the 
failure of the last year’s crop, and in such way and manner as the said Com- 
missioners in their judgment and discretion shall think fit. 

III. And whereas it may be expedient, during the next recess of Parliament, 
to permit the free importation of corn into the said several and respective 
counties of Perth, Kincardine, Aberdeen, Inverness, Ross, Nairne, Cromartie, 
Argyle, Forfar, Banff, Sutherland, Caithness, Elgin, Dumbarton, Orkney, and 
Zetland ; be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for his 
Majesty, by his royal proclamation, to be issued by and with the advice of his 
Privy Council, to permit the importation of corn for the space of four months, 
to be computed from the 3d day of September 1783, into the said several and 
respective counties of Perth, Kincardine, Aberdeen, Inverness, Ross, Nairne, 
Cromartie, Argyle, Forfar, Banff, Sutherland, Caithness, Elgin, Dumbarton, 
Orkney, and Zetland ; and that all such corn, to be imported by virtue of or 
under such proclamation, shall not be subject or liable to the payment of any 
subsidy, custom, duty, or imposition whatsoever ; and such corn so imported. 

may 
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may be carried coastways under the same regulations as corn being the growth 
of this kingdom ; anything in any former Act or Acts of Parliament to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

IY. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
said corn, (videlicet) corn, grain, or flour, wheat, or wheat flour, rye, rye flour, 
barley, oats, peas, and all sorts of corn, grain, and meal, and pulse, may be 
imported into the aforesaid places in any ship or vessel belonging to any State 
in amity with his Majesty, his heirs and successors, navigated by foreign 
seamen. 
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